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PREACHED AT 


SALTERS-HALL, April 25th, 1793. 


* 


By NOAH HILL. 


Loxpox, 25th April 1793. 
At the Annual General Meeting of the Correſpondent 
Board of the Society in Scotland for propagating 
Chriſtian Knowledge in the Highlands and Iſlands; 


Reſolved Unanimouſly, | 
That the Thanks of this Board be given to the 
Rev. NOAH HILL, for his Sermon preached before 
them this Day; and that he be requeſted to permit 
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F I heſitated a moment, when application 

was made to engage me in this ſervice, I 
hope it will be conſidered, by this reſpectable 
auditory, as ariſing ſolely from an apprehenſion 
that a preacher might have been eaſily found, 
who would have pleaded that excellent cauſe 
you patronize, with greater effect. In an ap- 
probation of that cauſe, a conviction of its 
importance, and zeal for its continued and in- 
creaſing ſupport and proſperity, . I can yield 
to none. As far as my knowledge of charitable 
' Inſtitutions in this, or any other country, 
extends, I am bound to pronounce that which 
claims your attention this day, the beſt;—unit- 
ing more of the eſſential intereſts of our fellow- 
creatures, in the lower claſſes of life, than any 
other, | 
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After the many excellent diſcourſes this diſ- 
tinguiſned charity has brought before the public, 
in the two grand diviſions of the kingdom, I 
have it not, even in hope, to advance one new 
thought——to repreſent it in any one point of 
light in which it has not already appeared or 
to addreſs any one new motive to the under- 
ſtanding, or. the heart. But as ſomething” 
in the form of a Sermon is ſtill annually ex- 
pected, I cheerfully caſt that mite“ into your 
treaſury; and refer you, as a text, to 


Jos, XIx. 16. F 


1 WAS A FATHER TO THE POOR. - 
I, N whatever eſtimation the abilities, - or the 
heart, of my worthy and Reverend Brother * 
may be held, who brought forward, on this oc- 
caſion, an inſtructive and ſtriking trait in Job's 
character; it can be deemed no reflection, if I 
8⁰ on a ſuppoſition that he has not exhauſted the 
example of Job as it applies tc to a cauſe he ſo 
ably pleaded. 
* 
Whatever entertainment it might afford to 
the critical part of my auditory to diſcuſs the 
queſtions to which this celebrated book of Job 


* The Rev. WII IIA Smith, A. M. 


39 
has given riſe; £6 ; Who was the real 
author of the book ? At what period of time 
Job lived? How far this book may be conſi- 
dered as an hiſtorical narrative, as to perſons and 
facts? And what farther end it might be de- 
ſigned to anſwer than to hold up an affecting and 
inſtructive view of the inſtability of all human 
affairs ; a great example of piety, benevolence, 
and patience; and a ſtriking proof that, in the 
preſent ſtate, no concluſion can be drawn from the 

proſperity or adverſity of individuals, as to their 
moral character, or the place they hold in the 
Divine approbation ? I 'ſhould think it wrong, 
by the diſcuſſion of theſe curious queſtions, to 
divert your attention from that t and good 
deſign on which we are now met. I ſhall only re- 
mark (as what ſeems ſufficiently clear), that there 
was ſuch a perſon as Job,—that in his life the 
extremes of every ching proſperdus and adverſe | 
met,—and that it is difficult to ſay, whether, 
when ſtanding on the pinnacle of human felicity, 
or when ſunk into the depth of woe, he is the 
greater and more inſtructive example. 


My text is a part of his noble vindication 
of himſelf from a charge of hypocriſy and 
impiety,—a charge that muſt deeply wound 
his heart; proceeding on the moſt miſtaken 
grounds; and brought by friends who ſhould 
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Gs) 
have ſoothed his ſorrows, aſſuaged his grief, and 
poured into all his wounds the balm of comfort. 


That height of proſperity, which proves a 
dangerous and fatal ſnare to thouſands ; turns 
them giddy, even to madneſs; makes them 
equally unmindful of that Great Being who is 
abeve them, and of thoſe of their fellow-creatures 
in the loweſt claſs of life; ſteeling their hearts 
againſt every ſentiment of piety and compaſſion ; 
was a very different thing to Job. Whilſt it 
improved and animated his regards. for God, it 
>rendered him an extenſive bleſſing to thoſe. 
whom Providence had placed in ſuch circum- 
ſtances as to need his patronage and ſuccour. 
So far was he from conſidering the poor as made 
for him, —ſo far from neglecting and oppreſſing 
them, — that his wealth, and its attendant in- 


fluence, prompted him to become their advo- 


cate; to befriend the friendleſs ; and to attempt 
the relief of every ſpecies of human diſtreſs. 


The fatherleſs, the friendleſs, and diſtreſt, 
Call'd me their Saviour, and my name they bleſt. 
| The feeble found in me a powerful ſtay, © 
The poor a father, and the blind man day. 
Ihe ſtranger's friend; I weighed his lighted in; ; 
Broke rapine's teeth, and ſnatched him from its jaws, 
* | Scop on Jos. 


I was 


5 
I was a Father to the Poor. 


It is not eaſy to find, in the whole book of 
God, a few words that expreſs more, or ſpeak 


more directly to the heart. y 


The 3 cbarafter is well known, both 
as to what it comprehends, and the objects to 
which it applies. It always includes a real, ten- 
der, and affectionate concern for its immediate 
objects; and an expreſſion of this concern in 
unremitted endeavours to promote their moſt 
eſſential good— their good for time and eternity. 
That man is not a father —has no claim to that 
honourable, endearing appellation who is a 
ſtranger to an affectionate prevailing concern 
for the beſt intereſt of his children, or who 
fails in a conſtant expreſſion of it, in well - 
directed endeavours, under God, to promote it. 
Oh! may this characterize parents preſent ! 
In their children may their own virtues appear 
and ſhine: and in their deſcendants, may every 
thing be handed down to the lateſt age of the 
world that can adorn the human character, or 
dignify human life But what more imme- 
diately calls for your attention is, 


FrRksT, The Paternal Cbaracter as it reſpects 
the Poor; of which we have in Job an inſtructive 
and illuſtrious example. It includes, 4 
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r. A real and affectionate concern for the 
poor. 


| Job, in his moſt proſperous and elevated tate, 


had his eye upon thofe whom the wiſe provi- 


dence of God had placed, as to outward cir- 
cumſtances, far below him. He conſidered 
himſelf and them as having the ſame origin; 
and as branches of the ſame family. So far was 


he from conſidering them as made for his ag- 


grandizement; to do him homage; to wait his 
nod; that he ſaw and reſpected hitnſelf in 


them; made their cauſe tis own, entered into 


their afflictions, and had a heart to feel for all 
their wants, and ſorrows. 8 


c 
8 


He who can adopt the language of my text, 
will look beyond himſelf, and his immediate 
connections; and conſider that as belonging to 
him which reſpects the poor. It is a perſonal 
intereſt he feels in what concerns them. He 
will not turn away from the tale of woe; but 
enter into every painful part, with ſympathetic 
feeling. What is another's caſe, Might haye 
been his own : and he knows not.what may be. 
He will not look on the children of the poor as 


an indifferent ſpectator on their various and 


preſſing wants as to ſoul and body and the 


dangers and temptations to which they ſtand 
expoſed. 


67 

expoſed:” There will be no ſmall portion of 

4 in the feelings of his own heart, which he 

would wiſh in the hearts of others towards his 

own children, ſhould they be brought into the 

fame unhappy ſituation. But the character of 

a * Father to the Poor” goes farther than a con- 

- cern for them, however feeling and benevolent ; 
for where an ability is given, it includes alſo, 


Ho 


2. Well-digeſted ſchemes, and well- directed 
endeavours to promote, under God, their tem- 
poral and eternal good. 


It does not reſt 1 a e be ye warmed— 
te clothed—fed—taught ;” but will make pro- 
viſion that theſe may be done. Ir is from what 
is actually attempted by thoſe on whom the 
providence of God has ſmiled, we learn, as in 
the caſe of Job, the kind and compaſſionate 
feelings of their hearts. There can be no true 
charity, among the affluent, without liberality. 


Various are the ways in which good may be 
attempted, and by which a man may ſhew him- 
ſelf a © Father to the Poor.” This fallen world 
opens a widely extended field for the exerciſe of 
every compaſſionate and beneyolent Principle in 
the heart. 


* The 


5 . 

ih; The paternal character has a relation to the 
Bodies of the, poor, as that of a father, to the 
bodies of his immediate offspring. The fick, 
the lame, the blind, the infirm, and the aged; 
* thoſe who have it not in their power to procure 
- © Taiment to clothe. them, or bread to eat, are 
calling upon ſuch as have ability to relieve _ 
them, in a very forcible manner. If my heart 
were bent on doing good only to the bodies of 
men, where could I walk, in this afflicted world, 
and miſs of an object? I cannot but remark the 
Pleaſure and gratitude the humane muſt feel, on 
the ſight of ſo many edifices riſing in this great 

city, and ſuburbs, and throughout the nation, as 
refuges for human calamities, not excepting even 
thoſe which have been the reſult of the moſt 
criminal exceſſes, and moſt abandoned courſes. 
Oh, that vital, practical, experimental god- 

lineſs, were as much the character of the age, as 
compaſſion and liberality ! He who 1s a 
« Father to the Poor,” will lend his hand to the 
deſign you patronize, even on the ground of the 
reſpect it has to the worldly intereſt of its ob- 
jects. By the principles of uſeful knowledge, 
early inſtilled, and the habits of induſtry, early 
formed, the numerous objects of your charity 
come forward into life with advantage. They 
are put into a way, under Providence, of feed- 
ing and clothing themſelves; and, inſtead of 
1451 being 


8 
bei ' a N to the community, 7, may, ere 
long, help to bear its burdens, and eco its 
ornaments and bleſſings. He whois a 7 F ather 
to the Poor,” muſt wiſh ſucceſs to theſe Char- 
tered Schools, and to the ſeveral | parts of che „ 
plan this great charity embraces, were there no 
other world, and no other intereſts but thoſe 
which relate to time. th 

But amidſt the various object the man N 
to and conſults, who can adopt Job's language, 
none are ſo important as the Souls of the poor, 
whether parents or children, and their eternal 
well-being. The Great Father of Spirits bas 
conſulted the good of fouls in the moſt wondrous 
ways. For what did the Son of God come down 
from heaven; preach the everlaſting goſpel; 
ſet before the world a perfect example; ſub- 
mit to every ſpecies of indignity; and, at length, 
give himſelf up to an ignominious, excruciating 
death, even that of a croſs; but for the fouls. 
of men, as they are endangered and immor- 
tal? The Saviour had ſouls, aud their invaluable 
intereſts, in © principal view, in his various, 
and miraculous works on the bodies of men. 
When thouſands were fed on the mountain, it 
was that the bread of life, the bread of God that 
came down from heaven, might be known, 
received, and the periſhing ſouls of men live 
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and be happy for ever. If diſeaſes, of every painful 
rame, were healed, it was with this farther ex- 
alted view, that the maladies. of ſouls, far more 
dangerous and dreadful, might be cured : and i in 


* raiſing the dead to life, the gracious intention 
of the Redeemer's heart was ſtill directed to a 


nobler reſurrection, the reſurrection of the ſouls 
of men. There was not a demonſtration he 
gave of Divine power in the natural world—not 
a diſcourſe he delivered—not a tear he ſhed—not 
an indignity he endured not A pang he felt but 
had the ſouls of men in view; their redemption 
from eternal death; their living to God now, 
and with him for ever: and I need not add that 


it is to ſouls every chan. reſers he now 
ins. 


b 
; SW. 


It was 25 ** fouls 5 men, che A8 
thoſe illuſtrious Fathers of the Poor, laboured 
beyond all human example. And there is no 
employment i in which we can engage, ſo kind, 
important, and noble, as this. Whatever ſtreſs 
men may lay on their worldly, concerns, they 
are but for. a moment. There is an eternity of 
happineſs or. miſery. before us all. By a cordial 
reception of Chriſt, a dependence upon him, 
and'devotedneſs to him, the curſes of a broken 
law are averted, and the flames of hell eſcaped. 


| It i. is in —_— in, the heart upon earth that future 


glory 


n 


glory is begun. —— Now, if any thing can be | 
done by our inſtrumentality for the introduction 
of Chriſtian principles—for the implanting or 


increaſing grace in the hearts' of any of the 
poor, it is being a Father to them in the beſt 
and nobleſt ſenſe we can concelye, 


A principal attention to this enters into the pa- 
rental character with reſpect to our immediate off- 
ſpring. Thoſe who bear the name of Fathers and 
Mothers, who do not conſult the immortal intereſt 
of their children, are monſters. There is more 
guilt and cruelty in a neglect on this head, than 
language can expreſs. "Parents are, no doubt, 
in the way gf their duty when exerting them- 


ſelves for the temporal 22 of their children, 


that they may be raiſed above the painful appre- 
henſion of want, meet with the ſmiles of the 
world, and appear in life to advantage. But let 
them never forget there is anotber world; and 
that there is nothing they can do for their off- 
ſpring. comparable to what reſpects them as 
they are immortal. Senſible, as I am, of the 
charms and attractions of many external ac- 
compliſhments ; I muſt ſtill think that the leaſt 
attention to a child's immortal nature will ſhew 
parents, that the moſt important branch of their 
duty, as ſuch, reſpects the ſouls of their children, 
and their eternal felicity,——And he who is a 

CY « Father 


* 


* 


* 


( 12 ) 
« Father to the Poor,” will bend his attention, 
and direct his EXELTIONS, this way. He will de- 


viſe and. patroniZe thoſe deſigns by which the 
beſt intereſts of the ſouls of poor children may 


be promoted; and that, although they may re- 
main poor as to 


FP, world, they may have 
« durable riches righteouſneſs. Such an 
inſtitution as that on account of which we are 
now aſſembled, in which civil and religious | 


knowledge de blended—ſoul and body, time 


o = * 1 


That the children of the poor may be brought 
to know themſelves ; underſtand betimes the 
nature, and deſign of the gloridhs goſpel of 
e the bleſſed God; ſee an unſpeakable ſuit- 
ableneſs and value in the Saviour; and begin, 
in early life, to live to him; is the grand thing 
of all, and will be conſidered as ſuch by him 


who is a « Father to the Poor.” He will con- 


ceive of this as a ſpecies of good that will out- 
weigh, and outlive, every other; and will wiſh 


to be an inſtrument, f in the Divine hand, of 1 


| mg 1 


. Now this it is, in a few 5 words, to be 
a « Father to the Poor,” Be this your ambi- 


yon; and my own, Ye Nobles—Princes of the 


* 


t Wo 
Edrth—Rulers of Kingdoms! be ye more — 


OO e if ye N 8 


4 
Should , 


Srconbuv, Advance ſomething by way of 
ter, as it reſpects the Poor, I hope I ſhall not be 
_ conſidered as coming here to reflect on the un- 
derſtanding of my. hearers, which I hold in great 
reſpect; and am perſugded I might ſafely leave 
the character I have drawn to ſpeak for itſelf. 
There muſt be an advocate for it in the judg- 
ment and feelings. of every individual preſent. 
That which diſtinguiſhes, a “ Father to the 
« Poor” is of ſuch extent and univerſal influ- 
ence it comprehends ſo many of thoſe ways 
by which we may promote the temporal, ſpi- 
ritual, and eternal advantage of others — andi is 


itſelf ſo truly noble W perſuaſion ſeema out 
of the queſtion. a 


1 1 were at liberty to ſuppoſe there was any 
call to urge an imitation of Job's example, I 
would fetch an argument from the very conſtitu- 
tion of human nature. I would bring forward the 
principle of ſelf- love, common to us all. In the 
ruins of the fall - the wreck of human nature — 
RN is that left wien en for the diſtreſſes of 

others, 
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ethers, and prompts us to provide N re- 
lief. When we attend to the wants and calami- 
ties of others, there are feelings and emotions 
excited in our breaſts, in no ſmall degree inde- 
ndent of ourſelves. The providence of God, 

aving, for great reaſons, permitted ſuch in- 


equalities in men's outward circumſtances; he 


has made a gracious proviſion in the very heart 
of man. Left the poor and the wretched ſhould 


be loſt—leſt Poor children ſhould fall an univer- 


fal prey to ignorance and vice—God' has im- 
planted in the human heart à ſenſe of pity that 
ſtands their friend, pleads their cauſe, and will 
give no reſt till ſomething is attempted for their 
relief. Thoſe very acts of kindneſs which diſ- 
tinguiſn a © Father to the Poor,” mult be at- 
tended With preſent pleaſüre, becauſe they are a 
gratification of that which God has wrought, 
more or leſs, into the conſtitution of every man. 
It was the Saviour's maxim, « it is more bleſſed 
ce to give than to receive,” A relief, ſeaſonably 
obtained, does not afford more pleaſure, than 
the act of relieving to a truly pious and benevo- 
lent heart. There are ſome ways of doing good; 
among which I muſt claſs the adopting poor 
children—reſcuing them from ignorance and 
vice - furniſhing their young minds with prin- 
ciples that may fortify them againſt tempta- 

W the belt provinen, opportunity 


194000 and 


_ (&) 


and ability will admit, for their temporal, and 
eternal good; in which the pleaſure becomes a 
kind of luxury. Doing good in the ſeveral 
ways propoſed by that great charity for which I 
this day plead is, if I may ſo ſpeak, the Epi- 
curiſm of virtue. He who knows nothing of 
the pleaſure of doing good the pleaſure 8 was 
going to ſay) of weeping with them who weep; 
of alleviating ſorrow ;..of lightening ſome bur- 
den that preſſed heayy upon a fellow. creature; 
of relieving ſome poor widow in diſtreſs, or 
ſome fatherleſs child; knows not what pleaſure 
means. Whatever he may have of this world's 
good; and however gay and happy, he may, at 
ſeaſons, appear; he is an object of pity. Oh, 
that perſons in the higher ranks of life, univer- 
ſally knew, that when they turn away from the 
diſtreſſed, pay no attention to their complaints, 
and attempt nothing for their relief, they loſe 
the moſt exquiſtte pleaſure, human nature is ca- 
pable of enjoying; and make their ſuperiority, 
what we often find it, a ſnare to themſelves, and 
a n the reſt of en Sc 2230 
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The Pain Character, ien the be are 
ty objects, ſtands recommended on this farther | 
ground, namely, as it is more divine - mòre god- 
like — chan any thing elſe within the reach and abi- 
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kty of man. It is our beſt reſemblante to Him 


who is good, and who' doth good—a reſemblance 
in that which God eſtee ms his greateſt glory; his 


 godneſs; tl chat perfection of Deity which ſheds 
a luſtre on every other. Infernal ſpirits may 


poſſeſs power, knowledge, and the like, in a far 


4 greater degree than any of the human race. 


There is no one thing i in which created: natures 
can be ſo much the image of God, as im a pre- 
vailing diſpoſition to alleviate the woes, and 
promote the happiheſs, of others. God is the 
egiverſal Father. All other beings are, in 


_ theitiſelves, poor. Upon him they are ever de- 


pendent. His providential care and: kindneſs 


extend. to them all: and there is no degree of 


comfort and felicity enjoyed, in any part of this 
vaſt univerſe, but what is beſtowed by the 
« Father of Lights, from whom cometh down 
« every good and perfect gift.” God has taken 
this appellation of Father: and it is given him 
by the Saviour as that under which we may 
conceive of, and addreſs, him: and there is none 


other he ſuſtains ſo kind and condeſcendirg, or 


to which his diſpenſations better apply. In 
lghtening the burdens, and relieving the 
diſtreſſes of ochers—in rendering them as 
happy as lies in our power—in being kind to 


the poor; taking their children by the hand; 


taking them under our Protection; : providing 
for 


AR 
for their inſtruction i in u en relating to both 
worlds; ſeeking their temporal and eternal 
_ good; is © following God as dear children.” 
It is doing what he does; and is the beſt repre- 
ſentation we can make of him in the world.— 
This circumſtance exalts and dignifies the cha- 
rafter I am holding up for your imitation; 
places your kind attention to the deſign ydu 
have this day in view, in a point of light that 
tend to ſtrike the mind; and muſt ſhew that 
the higheſt accompliſhment and perfection of 
our being is the ſpirit and employment of a 
t Father to the Poor.” To look no farther 
than ourſelves, and our own Petty concerns, is 
the indication of 2 little, mean, ignoble ſpitit : 
whereas the cares, ſchemes, exertions of a ſoul 
truly great—a ſoul that partakes of a Divine 
nature, and is like God—extend to a general 


Aa 4 N 
5 3 | 


It might, alſo, be obſerved, by way of mo- 
tive, that he who is a © Father to the Poor,” 
makes that very uſe of talents and advantages 
which God deſigned. The manifold gifts of 
God are in truſt, With reſpect to what we are 
aid to poſſeſs, we are rather ſtewards than pro- 
| Þrietors, The Sovereign Lord and Diſpoſer of 
all things, has aſſigned to every man his parti- 


cular place; given him a part to act; and fur- 
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„ 4 
niſhed him with abilities of mind and body, in 
the application of which he is to glorify God, 
and be a friend and benefactor to others. There 
is no man but is in the poſſeſſion of ſomething 
that may be ſo employed as to advance the ge- 
neral good. Let not any one think himſelf 
exempted from the offices of liberality by a 
ſtraitened condition. If he is raiſed, in any de- 
gree, above indigence, he is bleſt with ability to 
caſt © two mites into the treaſury” of God: and 
if this is done at the expence of ſome ſuperfluous | 
gratification, which is to be found in almoſt 
every condition; it will meet with double ho- 
nour,. and be accepted by our common Maſter, 
not only as an offering of, divine bounty, but an 

act of holy ſelf-denial,, c No man liveth unto 
* himſelf: no man ought ; and no good man 
does or can. There is a certain right and in- 
tereſt which others have in us. If we are ſo 
made, and circumſtanced, as that the help and 
aſſiſtance of others are requiſite to our happineſs 
in the world, we can plead no exemption from 
3 being, 1 in our, places, beneficial to others. It 
is with men in ſociety, as with the ſeveral parts 
of the natural body. © The eye cannot ſay to 
© the hand, I have no need of thee ; nor the 
© head to the feet, I have no need of you.” 
Whatever inequality there may be among, | men 
as to mental endowments or external condition, 


there 


C- 9. þ 


there cannot be a greater miſtake than that any 
talent is given for themſelves alone, their o. 
private gratification and emolument, without 
any reſpect to the advantage of others. That 
wiſe Providence which is perpetually bringing 
| good out of human evil, though it permits the 
_ diſtintions of wealth and poverty to continue 
among men, yet makes them the-ground of mu- 
tual connexion and dependance, and a motive 
for exerciſing various holy and benevolent tem- 
pers both with reſpe& to God and each other. 
Thus, in the eſtimation of Divine wiſdom and 
goodneſs, the rich being conſidered as treaſurers 
and ſtewards for the poor; the honour of diſ- 
penſing was conferted on the one, as a tie to 
fidelity ; ; and a kind of right of participation 
given to the other, as a ſecurity from want: the 
privilege of attaining the high reward of bene- 
ficence was given to the rich; and the glory of 
the great prize of patience; contentment, peace- 
ableneſs, gratitude, and induſtry, reſerved for 
the poor. The truth is, the more we enjoy, 
the greater charge we have upon our hands, and 
the more plentiful the returns which God ex- 
pects: for © of them to whom much is given, 
E 8 will be required.“ It is ſo far from 
being a ſevere law of religion, to make uſe of 
riches to promote the beſt intereſt of thoſe who 


need our aſſiſtance, that a truly wiſe man would 
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rejoice in that religion which teaches him to be 
more happy in what he gives than in what he 
keeps for himſelf, - which enables him to make 
the food and raiment he ſpares for others, greater 
bleſſings to him than thoſe with which he feeds 
and clothes himſelf, And, beſides, — 


The character of a «© Father to the Poor” 
enters into the main and ſubſtantial part of 
Chriſtianity. In what a narrow compaſs ,does 
his religion lie who is only juſt! Nay, may I 
not ſay that the man who, in all caſes, is rigidly 
ſo, is a ſtranger to religion? The religion of 
the holy, compaſſionate, benevolent Jeſus, 1s 
not a negative thing. Obſerye how the final 
ſentence runs ; © I was hungry, and ye gave me 
ce no meat; thirſty, and ye gave me no drink; 
© naked, and ye clothed me not, &c. Here 
is no charge of injuſtice, rapine, oppreſſion: but 
of a great duty negle&ted, —ſomething not done, 
when both opportunity and ability were afforded. 
The want of that temper that enters eſſentially 
into the character, the imitation of which I am 
now urging 3 and the appropriation of wealth to 
ſelf, as to poſſeſſion and enjoyment; is the 


ground of almoſt all the woes denounced againſt 


rich men in the goſpel. © Go to now, ye rich 
e men, and howl for your miſeries that ſhall 
come upon you. Your riches are corrupted, 


4 cc and 


| 1 21 * 
& and your garments are moth-eaten. Tou 
« gold and ſilver is cankered; and the ruſt of 
et them ſhall be a witneſs againſt you, and ſhall 
te eat your fleſh as it were fire. Ye have heaped 
« treaſure together for the laſt days.“ Jam, 
CY, 2, 3- The parable of the rich man 
and Lazarus, is particularly intended to ſhew the 
impoſſibility of a man's living to himſelf on 
earth, and having God for his portion hereafter, | 
Here is a rich man, who employed his wealth 
for the gratification of his pride and ſenſual ap- 
petites, © in torments; and a beggar, patiently 
bearing neglect, want, and wretchedneſs, the 
« care of Angels,” and in « Abraham's boſom.“ 
So far is the appropriation of wealth to a man's 
ſelf, without any application of it for the benefit 
of others, from conſiſting with the religion of 
the goſpel, that we learn from what paſſed be- 
tween the Saviour and the young Ruler, who 
came to him with the moſt important of all 
queſtions, that it is itſelf able to deſtroy the 
efficacy of many amiable virtues. The great 
and invariable deſign of redeeming love is to 
alleviate, and gradually remove, the diſtreſſes of 
human life ; all the evils and diſorders that are 
born of ſin: and, as a concurrence with this 
deſign, on the part of man, is an evidence of 
repentance, faith, and an intereſt in the Divine 
favour; ſo an oppoſition to it is equally an evi- 
| : dence 
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dence of ebduracy, infidelity, and Divine. dif. 
pleaſure. The fundamental law of Chriſtianity 
is love: Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God, 
« with all thy heart, with all thy mind, and 
ec With all thy ſtrength ; and thy neighbour as 


* thyſelf.” To this the temper of every mind is 


to. be conformed : by this the actions of every 
life are to be regulated. If we always had re- 
courſe to this plain, unerring rule, we ſhould, 
know what was proper to be done; what was 
improperly omitred ; and. could be at no loſs 
reſpecting the contrariety there is between ge- 
nuine Chriſtianity and an application of wealth, 
influence, or talents of any kind, to our own 
ſeparate. and perſonal uſe. That principle of 
Divine charity that enters ſo materially into the 
h og of a Father to the Poor,” is inſe- 
par c from that divine nature of . which every 
of God partakes, It is the end and per- 
fin of faith and hope: and when the one 1s 
loſt in viſion, and the other i in enjoyment, will 
remain an. eternal Principle of life and happi- 
neſs. The Chriſtian (who muſt be ſuppoſed to 
have devoted his heart; through grace, to the 
love of his God, his Redeemer, and his neigh- 
bour) 3 is moſt reaſonably expected to give con- 
tinual demonſtrations of. that love in the exer- 
ciſe of meekneſs, humility, Patience, kindneſs, 
liberality, and mercy, © ' Whoſpever has this 
* 5 | world's 


6089 

cc world's goods, and ſeeth his brother Habe 
e need, and ſhutteth up his bowels of cbmpaſ- 
« ſion from him, how dwelleth the love of G6d 
in him?” is the Pointed queſtion of an in- 
fired Apoſtle. Can' he who is prevailingly 
| backward to do good—to do good in ſuch ways 
as that inſtitution embraces, for which I, this day, 
appear an advocate—be a diſciple of him who 
« went about doing good; whoſe meat*and 
drink it was; and the complexion of wiſe 
heart, and. the leading features of whoſe life, 
were compaſſion and Eindneſs? Chriſtianity, 
without that which enters into the character of a 
Mp F ather to the Poor,” is a ſtream cut off from 
its ſource,—a body without che foul;—a fun 
without light and heat. And I need not add, 
chat of all the motives to engage men to de 
kind to one another ; to ſtudy and promote che 
temporal and eternal good of their fellow-crea- 
tures; the ſtrongeſt, and ſuch as appeal the 
moſt directly to the heart, are thoſe, "which 
e brings forward. | e 2 
H And it may merit ſome attention, Glue de 
5 an Character, when its objects are the 
£ Poor, | whether parents or children, is highly 
commendable to men. There is no one thing 
in the approving and applauding of which the 


Heathen, Jewiſn, and Chriſtian world, are fo 
unanimous. 
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| unanimous. We cannot withhold our approbas 
tion of a humane, kind, benevolent character, 
do what we will. Chriſtian charity, that feels 
for human neceſſities and woes, makes the cauſe 
of others its own; and is bent on ſcattering the 
ſeeds of uſeful knowledge, virtue, piety, happi- 
neſs, through as wide a field as poſſible ; has a 
_ charm, more or leſs, for every man, however 
| mankind may differ in other things. The miſer 
. muſt approve it, notwithſtanding the cold, un- 
feeling, ſtony contexture of his heart. It is what 
we think on with complacency and pleaſure, 
Independent of any advantage we ourſelyes may 
derive. It forms the attraction we all feel, It 
is that to which our hearts attach themſelves. 
What gives the ſtar upon the breaſt its luſtre, is 
the heart that 1 is lodged within that breaſt. Hu- 


2 


thoſe diamonds that ſparkle on the monarch's 
brow; and he is a king, and dignifies his ex- 
alted ſtation, in the degree in which he is a Fa- 
| ther to his people; and eſpecially to the poor 
among his ſubjects. What is the moſt finiſhed 

of human characters, if that is wanting of which 
5 ve have in my text ſo great an example? What 
is every thing Cæſar's encomiaſts have ſaid to 
raiſe and perpetuate his fame, when compared 
Vith thoſe few words of fiction? 


& When 


( 25 ) 
e When the Poor have cried, Cæſar hath wept.” 
S. 


But there is a ſurer teſt of excellence ſill; a 
higher tribunal than men can erect: and I am 
authorized to ſay, in addition to what has been 
already advanced, that the Paternal Character 
as it reſpects the Poor, is highly pleaſing to 
God. It is what his precepts enjoin,—what he 
has encouraged by many a promiſe, — what he 
has expreſſed great pleaſure in, and engaged to 
reward both here and hereafter. It is his own 
image; which he muſt approve. We are ex- 
preſsly told, ©& the Lerd loveth a cheerful 
« giver:“ and, by the ſame Apoſtle, that 
« doing good, and communicating, is a ſacri- 
ce fice with which God is well-pleaſed.'” So 
acceptable a ſacgijſice 1s this, that we are taught 
God conſiders what is given to the poor 
as lent unte himſelf. The number of precepts 
on this very head under both diſpenſations, and 
the forcible manner in which it is urged, muſt 
ſnew in what eſtimation our Heavenly Father 
holds the Paternal Character when the poor are 
its objects: and the approbation of no created 
mind, whether human or angelic, can ſtamp 
ſuch an excellence as Divine approbation. 


And, by way of recommending the character 
now before us, and urging an imitation, I ſhall 
E only - 
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only hint at the ſolid comfort and felicity that 
will ever reſult from it. Beſides the ſweet 
pleaſure attending the very act of beneficence, 
that is its preſent reward; there is a ſatisfaction 
and enjoyment that are permanent. The plea- 
fures many court are ſnhort- lived tranſient—a 
flaſh, that is gone in a moment. They will nor 
bear reflection. They leave a ſting behind 
them. Their ghoſts will follow them like their 
ſhadow. —But generous fentiments in a Chriſt- 
ian's breaſt, employing his hands in relieving 
diſtreſs; promoting the good of others; pro- 
viding inſtruction for the children of the poor; 
and laying a foundation, under God, for their 
becoming uſeful members of the community, 
wiſe, good, happy; will adminiſter a laſting 
pleaſure. The refleftion will afford ſingular 


joy and comfort. Though tre is no merit in 


any thing we are, can be, or do; yet a truly 
pious and benevolent diſpoſition and conduct, 
will be for a teſtimony in life, at death, and on 
the judgment day. Oh! what a pleaſure muſt 
it be to be able, in the cloſing ſcenes of life, to 
mdulge the thought that we have not been 
cumberers of the ground; uſeleſs in our day : 
but, through grace, exerted ourſelves for God, 
Chriſt, and the good of our fellow- creatures 
in the world, according to our abilities; that we 
have not failed to impart of what God, in his 

provi- 


( 27 ) 
providence, beſtowed upon us; nor <« withheld 
« the poor from their deſire, nor good from 


« him to whom 1t was due, when it was in the 
ce power of our hand to do it.“ 


And when the laſt judgment ſhall come, we 
ſhall find, that in laying out this way, we have 
been © laying up in ſtore a good foundation 
* againſt the time to come.” It is a circum- 
ſtance that claims the conſtant attention of every 
mind, and ſhould awaken and warm-every ſtupid 
and ſelfiſh heart; not only that the laſt awful 
deciſion, when every man is to receive according 
to his deeds, is repreſented as ariſing from acts 
of mercy to the poor, and the neglect of them; 
but that the Judge has dignified them by the 
adoption of © brethren ;” and as the ſubſtitutes 
of his own perſon, has conſidered the different 
conduct of mankind towards them, as ſo many 
acts of mercy and cruelty to himſelf; © Inaſ- 
« much as ye have done it, or not done it, to 
« one of the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye have 
« done it, or not done it, to me.” f the cha- 
rater of which you have been hearing, and 
which Job eminently ſupported, be our own, 
of this we may reſt aſſured, that Chriſt will own 
us at laft as c workers together with him;“ that 
he will ſolemnly confeſs us before his Father, in 
the view of men and angels, not only as the 
| E 2 purchaſe 
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„ WE 
purchaſe of his blood, but as the inſtruments of 
his kingdom, the ſupporters of his cauſe, and 


the promoters of his intereſt and glory in the 
lower world. 1 


I am perſuaded my hearers can need no in- 
formation reſpecting the origin, and general 
progreſs, of the Society in Scotland, incorporated 


by Reyal Charter, for propagating Chriſtian 


Knowledge in the Highlands and 1/lands. 


The principal attention of this Charity has 
been hitherto directed to the inſtruction of the 
children of the poor, in thoſe parts of Scotland 
moſt involved in ignorance and darkneſs. Such 
diſaffection to Government did ſtill remain. — 
ſuch hold had popery got and maintained, — ſuch 


deep- rooted prejudices were diſcoverable, — and 


ſo totally uncultivated were the minds of many, 
through very extenſive diſtricts; that theſe ſchools, 
in the manner in which they are conducted, unit- 
ing the moſt valuable intereſts, civil and ſacred, 
were the beſt expedients human wiſdom, piety, 
benevolence, and public ſpirit, could deviſe. 
What ſum of good has been, under God, al- 
ready obtained, is not for me to eſtimate. When 
I think of the FreTzzx, THousaxD children, at 
this moment, under the means of fuch inſtruc- 

tion 


Can We 
tion for both worlds as theſe ſchools afford; my 
ſoul exults: and I muſt be loſt to every prin- 
ciple dear and ſacred to the human ſpecies, if I 
did not warmly wiſh their continued, and i in 
creaſing, ſupport, 
The providence of God having opened great 
and unexpected reſources ; the truly reſpectable 
managers of this Charity have been enabled to 
enlarge their plan, by augmenting the falaries of 
their ſchool-maſters, according to their merit 
and neceſflities,-by publiſhing, and diffuſ- 
ing as extenſively "as poſſible, the Scriptures 
in the Gaelic, for the uſe of that vaſt body of 
people in the Highlands and Iſlands, who are 
altogether ignorant of, or but imperfectly ac- 
quainted with, the Engliſh language: (and I 
hope, by this time, the intended impreſſion of 
the Gaelic New Teſtament, conſiſting of 
20,000 copies, is in circulation,)—by eſtabliſh- _ 
ing new ſchools for the Engliſh language, reli- 
gion, and literature ;—by giving encouragement 
to the introduction of uſeful induſtry and manu- 
factures; —by eſtabliſhing miſſionary miniſters 
in thoſe parts where, from the great extent of 
the pariſhes, an increaſe in the number of mi- 
niſters is exceedingly deſirable, - and by making 
proviſion for the training up young men, who 

| underſtand 
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underſtand the Gaelic, for the miniſtry in 
thoſe parts where that language alone is un- 
derſtood. 


Theſe objects ſpeak for themſelves, and can 
need no other advocate. They have an elo- 
quence in them to which I have no pretenſion: 
and, I truſt, they will ſpeak to the heart of 
every perſon preſent to whom God has * 
an . 


When we think how wide the field for hu- 
man culture is; what numbers yet remain unin- 


ſtructed in matters of higheſt moment, after 


ſubtracting all the thouſands to which the be- 
nign influence of this Charity has extended; 
the benevolent and pious heart will bleed on 


attending to what is annually ſquandered on 


dreſs, luxurious tables, ſplendid equipages, and 
pleaſures below the dignity of men, which, on 
a review, cannot yield a moment's ſatisfaction. 
It 1s charity to the Rich and Great,—it is the 
greateſt act of friendſhip can be ſhewn them 
to remind them of ſuch a charity as this, and to 
urge their attention to it; that they may learn 
what pleaſure is, and reap the beſt and nobleſt 
fruits of what they poſſeſs, 


However 


. 


However humiliating the view we are oſten 
led to take of the religious character of our 
country, I muſt ſay that, though other nations 
have their benevolent inſtitutions, Britain is yet 
unrivalled for its. number and magnitude, Paſt 
ages have left ſtructures and endowments in va» 
rious parts of this kingdom, the monuments of 
their generoſity and public ſpirit; and, though 
they bear away the palm, from both ſexes, for 
private virtue and piety, we cannot yield to 
them in humanity and benevolence, They 
are more the character of this age than of any 
other. 


I know there are thoſe, even in theſe en- 
lightened, liberal times, of a narrow, contrafted, 
feudal ſpirit, who are no friends to the inſtruction 
of poor children. Their objections, as far as 
they have come to my knowledge, are as ill 
founded as they are unfeeling. Whilſt cauſe 
and effect remain, there will ſtill be poor ſuffi- 
cient for every purpoſe for which a well- regu- 
lated ſtate can need them. Becauſe a family 18 
now in poor and abje& circumſtances, muſt the 
deſcendants of that family be ſyſtemarically 
doomed to everlaſting poverty, by being kept 
in jgnorance as to articles without which no 
alteration in their condition can be expected? 

11 There 


I 
There is in this a certain littleneſs, paltry jea- 
louſy, and hard-heartedneſs, that are dif graceful 
| 5 the man. 


Genius, courage, abilities for great and noble 
undertakings, belong to no one claſs of men, 
to the excluſion of the reſt. The civil and 
religious intereſts of our country may need 

thoſe very abilities which may, eventually, be 

brought forward by the very charity you 
patronize and ſupport; though it enters not 
into its plan. Its deſign is to better the con- 

dition of the moſt ignorant of the pooreſt 
of the poor, by inſtrufting them in thoſe 
things which are eſſentially connected with their 
| beſt intereſt in time and eternity. — By this 
you conſult the good of the State. The more 
ſound knowledge, virtue, religion, and in- 
duſtry, in the lower claſſes of civil life, the 
more _ proſperous, and happy, will the 
State be. 
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Let none Jay that Providence has, of late, 
done ſo much for this great deſign, that there 
is now no occaſion for the continued exertions 
of individuals. The ſmiles of Providence are 


a high recommendation of the deſign. Indi- 
viduals 


* 


(. ) 

viduals do now evidently appear to be work - 
« ers together with God,” in their perſevering 
countenance and ſupport, Will any deſert an 
object becauſe it has Heaven's ſanction? Let 
none ſay this Charity has reſources ſufficient, 
whilſt there remains one dark corner to be 
enlightened, or any deſcription of our fellow- 
creatures whoſe condition needs to be bet- 
tered. 


I I have no conception how the Paternal Cha- 

rater, as it reſpects the Poor, which has beef 
held up to view, and urged on the moſt weighty 
conſiderations, can diſcover itſelf ina way more 
likely to attain its end, than in the ſupport of 
that great deſign you have now before you; 
which does ſo much honour to the wiſdom, 
piery, and public ſpirit, of thoſe who firſt - 
formed it; and of thoſe alſo who have con- 
tinued to conduct and ſupport it. It takes in 
every object that engages the attention, and 
draws forth the efforts of the man to whom the 
great and dignified character before us belongs. 
Every thing that has, or might have, been 
adduced to recommend that character, is plead- 
ing with you in behalf of this great Northern 
Charity; which (as it ſtrikes me) ranks the 
| — very 


(34 ) 


very firſt in Britain, and every other country, 
as to the ſum of real, ſubſtantial good it is 
calculated to produce, and 1s actually pro- 
Weine 


55 A | * benevolence ; a compaſ- 
ſionate and tender regard to the diſtreſſes of 
human life ; are, moſt apparently, virtues and 
dignities of the mind: and ſo invariably are 
they taught, and effectually inſpired, by our 
common Chriſtianity, that if we feel its power, 
we muſt, conſequently, feel ſome fervour of 
that Divine charity which is ever ſeeking op- 
portunity to remove evil, and communicate 
good. The ſpirit of our religion will expand 
the heart; and cauſe us to embrace, with plea- 
ſure, ſuch an occaſion of promoting the eſſen- 
tial intereſts of others, as is now preſented. 
And if there be a ſuperior bleſſedneſs in giv- 
ing to that of receiving, (which Chriſt himſelf 
has aſſerted, and the experience of every good 
mind has confirmed, ) we fee in the Fifteen 
Thouſand..poor children, and in all the other 
objects of this inſtitution, (I was going to ſay,) 
Our friends and benefactors. A Providence, 
kind to us, has raiſed them up, and placed 
them in our way, to confer on us a greater 
good 
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good than they can receive, to exalt our vir- 
tue, to be witneſſes of our charity, monuments - 
of our love ;—to appear for us in the day of 
judgment, —and to raiſe us, through a Re- 
deemer, to a bleſſedneſs infinitely greater than 
our bounty can beſtow. 


I am perſuaded my reſpectable Hearers can- 
not heſitate a moment what part, both duty and 
intereſt, are calling upon them to act. When- 
ever they call, may we all have wiſdom and 
grace to liſten and obey. Amen! 
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; 'DavigScott Eſq. M. P. James Chriſtie 
John Hatchet Alexander Harper 
Robert Lachlan Alexander Mackintoſn 
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in the preceding Liſts, on notice being ſent to 
the Secretary, they ſhall be corrected in the next 
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